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Principal’s Message 

With the new semester now underway, students are teachers are 
adapting to new schedules and routines. It’s a good time to renew 
our commitment to putting forward our best effort and re-
committing to good habits. We wish all members of our school 
community a healthy and successful semester of personal growth 
and learning. 

SDSS is midway through our second year of following what is 
primarily a semester schedule. Driven by the pandemic, Delta’s 
seven secondary schools adjusted schedules in response to the 
Provincial Health Orders. Schools are now at a place that allows us 
to review whether we wish to maintain the current semester 
schedule or return to a primarily linear schedule.  

Pre-pandemic, SDSS followed a linear schedule where students 
were responsible for 8 classes over a period of 10 months. In a 
linear schedule, students experience their 8 classes all year (4 
classes per day). The last few years have given our community the 
opportunity to learn some of the possibilities and challenges of 
different schedules. And many have formed opinions about the 
relative strengths and weaknesses of semester and linear 
timetables.   

Our district has been working with The Decision Playbook - a 
decision making model developed by decision scientists.  Surveys 
from March 2022 (students, teachers, and parents) have helped to 
determine the key objectives and values that will inform decisions 
on timetable design. This past month we have spent time with our 
staff working with the model. At the PAC Meeting this past 
Wednesday, we were able to engage with a small group of parents 
around these values. Several student focus groups will also engage 
with the values later in the month.   Based on the values and 
objectives identified, a decision on the school’s schedule will be 
made by school administration 

The district has set out a timeline for secondary schools to inform 
them of their decision: 
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Semester One Final Reports
Semester One Final Reports will 
be viewable on Parent Connect 
and the Parent Portal on MyEd BC 
on February 9th. 

If you need help accessing your 
account, detailed instructions on 
how parents can access the portal 
are posted to the school website: 
https://sd.deltasd.bc.ca/wp-
content/uploads/sites/
31/2021/06/Parent-Portal-
LOGON-instructions.pdfSchool 
Administration 

School Administration

Mr. Terry Ainge, Principal (Gr.12s) 
tainge@deltaschools.ca 

Mrs. Terri Farnden, Vice-Principal  
(Gr. 9 &11) tfarnden@deltaschools.ca 

Mr. Tom Inkster, Vice-Principal  
(Gr. 8 & 10) tinkster@deltaschools.ca 

Counselling Assignments
Mrs. Karen Kilpatrick, Grade 12  
(Gr. 8 A-D; R-Z) 
kkilpatrick@deltaschools.ca 

Mrs. Terri Farnden, Grade 9 
tfarnden@deltaschools.ca 

Mrs. Kristy Abel, Grade 10  
(Gr. 8 E-K)  
kabel@deltaschools.ca 

Ms. Val Hayes, Grade 11 (Gr.8 L-Q) 
vhayes@deltaschools.ca 
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February 28 – secondary schools notify the district 
March 7 – all 7 schedule decisions presented to the Board of Trustees 
March 9 – families will be notified of the schedule decision for September 2023 

If families wish to provide further feedback on next year’s schedule, I encourage you to email me at 
tainge@deltaschools.ca 

Speaking of next year’s schedule, February is also the month that student’s select their courses for the next 
school year. There are some information sessions coming up this month to assist students 
(and parents) in selecting courses for the next grade. More information on course planning can be found 
elsewhere in this newsletter. Thank you for keeping up to date with what’s happening at SDSS. 
Please reach out if I can be of assistance. tainge@deltaschools.ca 

Course Planning  

During the month of February, SDSS students will choose the courses that they will take next school year 
(2023-24). These are important decisions, as student course selections determine the courses and the 
number of sections that will make up the next year’s school timetable. 

Over the next few weeks counsellors will be making presentations to our students to assist in selecting 
courses for next year. Counsellors will also be hosting in-person information sessions for parents 
according to the schedule below. 

These meetings will begin at 7pm and counsellors will speak to course options, graduation program 
requirements, career program opportunities, transition issues, and answer your questions related to 
course selection. 

It is critical that students make informed choices during this period. Once the timetable is built, with 
limitations due to space, it is not guaranteed that a student will be able to make changes to their schedule 
in the Fall. We count on our students, with the help of their families, to choose the courses that they truly 
want to take and will not change their minds about over the summer. Course selections can be made on 
the student’s MyED BC account. The course selection module on MyEdBC will be open from February 6th 
– February 28th. Click here to view the SDSS Course Planning Guide. 

Evening Information Sessions 

Current Grade 8’s and 9’s – Course Planning Information Night – Monday, February 6th at 7:00 pm in the 
Theatre  

Current Grade 10’s and 11’s – Course Planning Information Night – Tuesday, February 7th at 7:00 pm in the 
Theatre 

Current Grade 7’s – Course Planning Information Night – Thursday, February 9th at 7:00 pm in the Theatre 

Slides from these sessions will be posted to the school website - Course Planning Page. 
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Grade 12 Information 

Important information for grads and several actionable items have been posted to the school website under 
Graduation 2023 Info. Grade 12 students and their parents are encouraged to bookmark this page and 
monitor for the most recent updates. 

Grade Twelves - Grad Write-Ups, Baby Photos, Pet Photos
Attention SD Grade 12s! Yearbook preparation is underway and now is the time for each grade 12 student 
to submit a short paragraph marking their time as a student at SDSS. The write-up will accompany your grad 
photograph in the grade 12 section of the yearbook. Express your gratitude, share an inspirational quote, or 
relay a happy memory. Grad write-ups must not exceed 150 words; abbreviations, acronyms, codes, or 
offensive language, etc. are not permitted. Your write-up must be approved by the school administration. 
Click here to submit your grad yearbook write-up. This form must be submitted by February 17th, 2023. 

The yearbook will also feature a "Grad Baby Photo" section. Grads are invited to email a photo (jpeg file, 
only) of themselves as a baby or toddler to southdeltasunburst@gmail.com Be sure to include your first and 
last name in the filename. eg. janedoe.jpg Photos are due: February 17, 2023 

And finally, this year's yearbook will feature a "Grad Pet" section! Be a part of school history! Grads are 
invited to submit a photo (jpeg file) of themselves and their pet to southdeltasunburst@gmail.com. Be sure 
to include your name and your pet's name in the filename. eg. janescruffy.jpg Photos are due: February 
17, 2023 

Grease - the Musical -  February 25-March 4th 

Equinox Theatre is a flurry of activity these days as final preparations for “Grease” 
hit the home stretch. We hope that you and your family can take the time support 
the production. Almost 100 students are involved, either on stage or behind the 
scenes! Tickets are available now!  Click here 

Safer Internet Day – February 7, 2023 

From cyberbullying to social networking to digital identity, each year Safer 
Internet Day aims to raise awareness of emerging online issues and current 
concerns. There is huge potential for misuse of the internet, for example, 
sending or receiving inappropriate information and images (e.g. racist, slanderous, pornographic, 
threatening, sexist, confidential, etc.) or using chat rooms for this purpose.   

We know helping kids stay safe while online is something many parents/guardians are concerned about. We 
encourage you to review the following resources for more information on the online interests of young 
people, the potential risks they face and proactive strategies to help keep them safe: 

• Raising Digitally Responsible Youth: A Parent’s Guide: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/erase/
documents/raising-digitally-responsible-youth.pdf 

• Need Help Now website: https://needhelpnow.ca/app/en/ 
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@SDSSEquinox

604-943-7532

equinoxboxoffice@gmail.com

750 53 Street, Delta BC

Book Music and Lyrics by Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey

For Tickets Go To:
sdssequinoxtheatre.eventbrite.com

Feb 24
to

Mar 4
2023 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfFPtMZbsSmEmOP7xuv5Wc_fJH9zXZhi1VnAymePpyB39d4qA/viewform
mailto:southdeltasunburst@gmail.com
mailto:southdeltasunburst@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.ca/o/sdss-equinox-theatre-28601036547
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/erase/documents/raising-digitally-responsible-youth.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/erase/documents/raising-digitally-responsible-youth.pdf
https://needhelpnow.ca/app/en/
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• ERASE website: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/erase/online-safety 

• Protect Kids Online website: https://protectkidsonline.ca/app/en/ 

• Additional Parent Information Resources: https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/resources/parent-information-
brochures/ 

Establishing Respectful Relationships and Consent in Our 
Communities Parent Session - 90-minute session 

In this session, we will explore the topic of consent, and the dynamics of gender-based violence. We will 
discuss the current state of gender relations faced by our children in both the physical and digital 
landscape, as well as the potential for exploitation within these relationships. Our trainers will provide 
Parents/Caregivers tips and tools on how discuss these topics with their children to create positive family 
connections. 

TOPICS COVERED WILL INCLUDE: 

• What defines consent? A discussion  

• The dynamics of gender-based violence  

• An overview of worrisome content, and how to manage their child’s exposure on popular social media and 
gaming platforms  

• The different types of bullying and cyberbullying relationships  

• The pathway to sextortion and human trafficking–important signs to look for  

• The importance of checking in on our children’s mental health and strategies for success  

• Family suggestions, as well as tips to facilitate positive conversations and outcomes 

Feb 7th 6:30-8pm 

https://event-wizard.com/
EstablishingRespectfulRelationshipsandConsentinOurCommunitiesStudentParentFeb72023/0/register/ 

Feb 27th 6:30-8pm 

https://event-wizard.com/
EstablishingRespectfulRelationshipsandConsentinOurCommunitiesStudentParentFeb272023/0/register/ 

March 8th 6:30pm-8pm 

https://event-wizard.com/
EstablishingRespectfulRelationshipsandConsentinOurCommunitiesStudentParentMar82023/0/register/ 
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February Career Newsletter - click here to access all the information! 

Highlights in this issue:  

1. Career Program Opportunities - Apply now! 

2. Indigenous Experience UBC - Feb 24 

3. BCIT Big Info Nights - Feb 15 or Feb 22 

4. Mari Tech Conference - Apr 20  

5. Justice Institute Info Session - Feb 16 

6. Hiring & Post-Secondary Event - Mar 16 

7. And More! 

See your school Career Program Facilitator for more information on the high school programs! 

Families and Students in Financial Need  

We realize that sometimes families struggle financially.  The BC Government has created a Student and 
Family Affordability Fund and will be providing schools funds for this school year only to help students and 
families with school fees, school supplies, food security, and assorted other things.  Please contact your 
child’s counsellor or administrator if your family requires financial support.  Discretion is paramount. 

 

Dry Grad Fundraiser  

The 2023 Parent Dry Grad Committee is hosting a Pub Night 
in support of South Delta Secondary’s Graduating Class of 
2023!  

Join SDSS parents for a fun night out and a chance to win 
raffle gift baskets, specialty meat prizes OR to win the 50/50 
jackpot!  

When: Saturday, February 11th, 2023 

Time: 6:00 p.m. 

Where: Rose and Crown Pub, Tsawwassen 

Tickets are $25 each and include a burger and a beer/drink.  
Cash or etransfer accepted. Please email Sarah Reeves at 
sreeves3510@gmail.ca for tickets!  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CPHUkyyr5foClLggYhsMOrWwwK-A5NlG/view
mailto:sreeves3510@gmail.ca
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Communicable Disease, Student Illness, and Procedures 

With cold and flu season upon us, we want to remind families that students should not attend school if they 
are sick or exhibiting symptoms of illness.  To ensure we are collectively doing our part to keep our school 
community safe we are going to ask that students and families continue to do the following this year: 

• Complete a Daily Health Check and stay home when your child is sick 

• Do NOT come to school if you are ill, have symptoms or not able to participate fully in routine  
 activities  

• Respiratory etiquette and respect the personal space of others  

• Good hand hygiene - wash and sanitize your hands often   

Remember to “Be kind, be calm, be safe” to others. 

Important Dates to Note 

February 6   Grade 8/9 Parent Night - Course Planning 
February 7   Grade 10/11 Parent Night - Course Planning 
February 9   Grade 7 Parent Night - Course Planning 
February 9   Semester 1 Final Report Cards Published 
    Mid-Term Report Card for Yearlong Classes     
February 17   Pro D Day 
February 20    Family Day 
February 21   PAC Meeting In person Sands Secondary Library 
February 25   Grease – Preview Matinee Show 1:00pm 
February 28th - March 4th Grease – Evening Show 7:00pm 
March 4   Grease - Matinee Show 1:00pm 
March 9   Parent-Teacher Interviews - early dismissal 
March 10    Last Day Before Spring Break 
March 11th-26th  Spring Break 

For a complete calendar of events, check out the SDSS website:  
https://sd.deltasd.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2022/07/CALENDAR-APPENDIX-II-22-23.pdf 
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SDSS Sr Girls 
Basketball Team is 
a Top Ten AAAA 
Team in the 
province!

https://sd.deltasd.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2022/07/CALENDAR-APPENDIX-II-22-23.pdf
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DELTA
SCHOOL DISTRICT
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS

PANTONE: 187 RED, 368 GREEN,  012 YELLOW, 302 BLUE

do
something
great

Welcome an international 

student into your home.

homestay.deltasd.bc.ca

Contact us to find out more!

 +1 604 952 5366
  homestay@GoDelta.ca

• Be a Canadian ambassador and global citizen

• Have a lifelong impact on a child from across the world

• Homestay remuneration increasing to $1,100 per month 

as of September 2023

• Choose from hosting for 2 weeks to 5 months or longer

• Benefit from our team’s support


